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Synopsis

Western Words has 5,000 words of cowboy language as vibrant now as it was in the old American
frontier. "Within the cowman'’s figures of speech lie the rich field of his subtle humor and
strength-unique, original, full-flavored. With his usually limited education he squeezes the juice from
language, molds it to suit his needs, and is a genius at making a verb out of anything. He ’don’t
have to fish round for no decorated language to make his meanin’ clear,” and has little patience with
the man who ’spouts words that run eight to the pound.” Perhaps the strength and originality in his
speech are due to the solitude, the nearness of the stars, the bigness of the country, and the far
horizons-all of which give him a chance to think clearly and go into the depths of his own mind. Wide
spaces 'don’t breed chatterboxes.” On his long and lonely rides, he is not forced to listen to the
scandal and idle gossip that dwarf a man’s mind. Quite frequently he has no one to talk to but a

horse..." -from the author’s Introduction
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Customer Reviews

If yer looking fer a dog to kick cuz your friend got his neck streched by some pepper gut sheep
dippers this book is fer you. If not then you probably don’'t have enough guts to make a string of

ghost cord and you better look over your shoulder or someone will make wolves meat of you.

Western history books, novels, and movies (see TNT’s "Purgatory") are becoming more "accurate"
with the language that was used during the great cowboy era of the US. This book will help you with

that terminology. Ramon F. Adams was one of the great historians of this period. His "Burs Under



the Saddle" and "More Burs Under the Saddle" should be mandatory reading for those studying this

period in our history.

If you are an author writing Westerns you need this book. It will save you in many ways. It answers

all your questions on what words to use.Masterfully done. | could not live with out this book.

| bought this book as a way of making my own story more authentic and believable. There is nothing
| hate worse then to be reading a historical novel and suddenly have one of the characters say
something that would not have been said during that time period. That really pulls me at least out of

the story, not what | want as a writer to do in my own story.

If you are looking for the explanation of what a certain word means or meant and it’s origin then this
is the book you want to have. | bought it because | am doing research on the old West and this

seem to be as good a place to start.

I’'m doing American west research and have found "Western Words" has become one of my go to
books while trying to establish a connection to the dialog of that period of American history.For all

period history buffs | would suggest you add this book to your library.

As an author, this book has been a great source of information as | try to make a strong connection
with my readers in building the characters in my novels. Trying to capture the language of the time
when writing a story is vital to capturing the readers imagination. This book has helped me in many

ways as | research the times and the lives that | create.

This is a must have book for anyone who writes, or aspires to write, westerns. A comprehensive
dictionary of terms common on the western frontier during the period in the U.S. known as the Wild
West, it will help make your fiction more credible and authentic. It’s also a great book for those who
want to understand what they might read in books written during the era, or those written about it by
people who are well-schooled in the language that was current at the time.
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